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enormously; and he and she had long talks, lasting from five in the evening till five in the morning, and ranging over manners, morals, love affairs, and literature. She approved of " La Premiere Demoiselle," a play planned in February, 1837, which Madame Hanska had discouraged because she did not like the plot; and Balzac determined to work at it seriously now that " Ct'sar Birotteau " was finished. This brilliant picture of the Parisian bourgeoisie had been published in December, 1837, under the title of " Histoire de la Grandeur et de la Decadence de Cesar Birotteau." Since then, Balzac had produced nothing new in book form, though he was writing " La JMaison de Nucmgen " for La Presse, and was working at " Massimilla Doni," and at the second part of " Illusions Perdues." He was also preparing to bring out a "Balzac IllustreY' which was to be a complete edition of his works with pictures ; but of this only one volume, "La Pean de Chagrin," was ever published.
From Nohant he went to Marseilles, and from there he sent letters both to his mother and to Madame Carraud, written in a very different frame of mind from his usual one when he embarked on a scheme for making his fortune. " Now that I am almost at my destination, I begin to have a thousand doubts ; anyhow, one cannot risk less to gain more. I do not fear the journey, but what a return if I fail!" *
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